OPEN  COMBAT

papers,   and   we    attacked   Hitler's   conduct   and
associates with a hitherto undreamed-of violence.

Among the methods favoured by Hitler the element
of surprise plays an important part.

At a quarter to one on May 21, 1930, just as I was
leaving for my office in Oranienburg, I was called to
the telephone.

cHullo! Rudolph Hess speaking. Herr Hitler asks
you to be good enough to come at once to the Hotel
Sansouci for an urgent discussion.3

Adolf's visit to Berlin had been kept secret. This
time he did not come and surprise me in my office.
He summoned me to an interview which I knew to be
decisive.

The sooner the better, I thought, and answered the
summons without delay.

Adolf received me in the lounge of the hotel. We
were alone. He offered me a chair and took a seat
facing me.

cHave you thought over my proposition of last
year?3 he asked. cAmann has given me a very en-
thusiastic report on your publishing house. I'm ready
to buy it from you. You, Gregor and Hinkel will
receive sixty thousand marks each, and you and
Hinkel will be made deputies/

'That is hardly the question, Herr Hitler. My
refusal at Munich still holds good/

Hitler immediately began to deluge me with abuse.

'The tone of your papers is a public disgrace. Your
articles infringe the elementary laws of discipline.
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